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MTEC CONTINUES YOUTH OUTREACH

Saipan, Northern Mariana Islands (NMI) – The Marianas Tourism Education Council (MTEC) continues its outreach to public and private elementary schools, with plans to visit Kagman Elementary this month.
	MTEC most recently presented during awards assembly at G.T.E. Elementary for grades 4-6, delivering a PowerPoint presentation on the Northern Marianas tourism industry and handing out prizes during a post-presentation quiz on what the students learned.
	“We’re very grateful to G.T.C. Elementary and the other elementary schools for welcoming us so warmly to share about our visitor industry, which affects everyone in the Northern Marianas,” said MTEC Chairwoman Vicky Benavente.  “Most especially, we’re excited for the opportunity to have discussion with the students on how they can help support the industry, whether it be through island cleanups, being friendly and hospitable to visitors, or joining a MY WAVE club at their school.”
	A number of schools have revived or started MY WAVE (Marianas Youth Welcome All Visitors Enthusiastically) Clubs as a result of MTEC’s visits.  MTEC offers seed money for new clubs, monthly financial incentives for advisors of active clubs, and financially support on a case-by-case basis for club that are involved in MTEC-sanctioned tourism activities, such as airport greetings.
	Earlier this year, MTEC also funded the trip of San Antonio Elementary student Christian Merante to a student tourism summit on Guam.  Merante was randomly selected from among all student participants of the MTEC/MY WAVE Tourism Summit held in October 2012.  As part of the summit, Merante was able to visit historic sites on Guam with historians and other professionals.
	“What I learned from the trip was to preserve history points or relics…there (were) a lot of history points there, and they were tourist attractions,” said Merante.
	For more information about MTEC, contact Marianas Visitors Authority Community Projects Manager Martin Duenas at mduenas@mymarianas.com or 1.670.663.33210 for more information.
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San Antonio Elementary student Christian Merante, in purple, and other participants of the Guam Tourism Summit on Jan. 31, 2013, listen to historian Tony Ramirez at Paseo Field, in Agana, Guam.  Merante’s participation in the tourism summit was funded by the Marianas Tourism Education Council.
[image: ]
San Antonio Elementary student Christian Merante and other participants toured Memorial Park in Agana as part of the Guam Tourism Summit on Jan. 31, 2013. Merante’s participation in the summit was funded by the Marianas Tourism Education Council.
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Gregorio T. Camacho Elementary students answer questions on tourism as part of the presentation of the Marianas Tourism Education Council.
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6th-grader Robert Smith of Gregorio T. Camacho Elementary won a Saipan-da backpack for demonstrating his knowledge of tourism following the presentation of the Marianas Tourism Education Council at his school.

The Northern Mariana Islands of Saipan, Tinian, and Rota are a chain of idyllic islands in the West Pacific, offering a friendly, fun and exciting vacation in paradise. They are an excellent destination for families, adventure and sports-minded travelers, as well as business people looking for a tropical haven. Adventurous travelers from Asia, Australia, Europe and elsewhere looking for new travel discoveries will find them in the Mariana Islands, just three hours travel from most cities in Japan, and four from Asia and Australia. The Northern Marianas are served from Tokyo and Osaka in Japan by Delta and Asiana Airlines.  From Korea, Asiana provides direct flights from Seoul and Busan.   United  Airlines has daily flight connections from nine cities in Japan to Saipan via Guam.  United States mainland connections can be made by United Airlines to Saipan via Guam, and Delta Airlines from the west coast to Saipan via Narita.  For more information visit www.mymarianas.com.
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