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SANKEI SHIMBUN TO TOUT HISTORIC TOURS OF SAIPAN
Saipan, Northern Mariana Islands (NMI) – Sankei Shimbun, a major nationwide newspaper circulated to over 1-million readers in Japan, visited Saipan and Tinian last week to help promote the historical attractions of the islands.


In conjunction with a historic tour package being sold by affiliate travel agent Sankei Travel, Sankei Shimbun will run a 10-column feature in its Osaka edition soon to help draw visitors to this beach resort destination that was a colony of Japan prior to World War II.  A number of war and pre-war ruins, machinery, and artifacts from the Japanese administration-era can still be visited or viewed on the islands.


On Tinian, the group visited North Field, where bombing runs were launched by the U.S. military against the home islands of Japan, including the infamous atomic bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki.  The atomic bomb loading pits are still visible today, as well as the ruins of a bomb assembly building.  Other World War II sites included Suicide Cliff, where hundreds of Japanese and Okinawans jumped to their deaths during the American invasion of the island during the war.  Scenic sites visited on Tinian include the iconic Blow Hole, Chulu Beach of star sands fame, Mt. Laso, a shrine constructed by Nanyo Kaihatsu Kaisha, Turtle Watching Point, and Taga Beach.  


On Saipan, the group toured Suicide Cliff, Banzai Cliff, Last Command Post, and numerous other sites where ruins of buildings, defensive bunkers, artillery and other pieces of WWII history can still be seen and touched.


The newspaper also interviewed local residents Ben Camacho of Saipan and Elias Borja and Carmen Sanchez of Tinian as part of their feature.

The group lodged at Fiesta Resort & Spa and Tinian Dynasty Hotel & Casino during their visit from March 25-30, 2013.  The estimated advertising exposure value of the upcoming article is $650,000.
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Photographer and editor Shoko Ikeda, left, of Japanese newspaper Sankei Shimbun visits a Japanese monument on Tinian in preparation for a feature article on the vast number of historic relics from the Japanese administration-era of the Northern Mariana Islands.  
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Photographer and editor Shoko Ikeda, left, of Japanese newspaper Sankei Shimbun interviews Carmen Sanchez of the Historic Preservation Office on Tinian in preparation for a feature article promote historic tours of Northern Mariana Islands and the vast number of relics remaining from the Japanese administration-era of the islands.  
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World War II survivor Elias Borja, center, of the Northern Mariana Islands was interviewed in March 2013 by photographer and editor Shoko Ikeda, right, of Japanese newspaper Sankei Shimbun.  The World War II history of the Northern Marianas will be featured in an upcoming article of the Osaka, Japan edition of the paper.

The Northern Mariana Islands of Saipan, Tinian, and Rota are a chain of idyllic islands in the West Pacific, offering a friendly, fun and exciting vacation in paradise. They are an excellent destination for families, adventure and sports-minded travelers, as well as business people looking for a tropical haven. Adventurous travelers from Asia, Australia, Europe and elsewhere looking for new travel discoveries will find them in the Mariana Islands, just three hours travel from most cities in Japan, and four from Asia and Australia. The Northern Marianas are served from Tokyo and Osaka in Japan by Delta and Asiana Airlines.  From Korea, Asiana provides direct flights from Seoul and Busan.   United  Airlines has daily flight connections from nine cities in Japan to Saipan via Guam.  United States mainland connections can be made by United Airlines to Saipan via Guam, and Delta Airlines from the west coast to Saipan via Narita.  For more information visit www.mymarianas.com.
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