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26™ ANNUAL TAGAMAN TRIATHLON CROWNS WINNERS

Saipan, Northern Mariana Islands (NMI) — Ben Allen of Australia crossed the finish line
nearly five minutes ahead of 114 other competitors to finish first in the half-lronman course of
the 26" Annual Tagaman Triathlon last Sunday (March 22), completing the course in 4:22:17.
Finishing first in the Female Category was former Saipan native Mieko Carey of Guam in
4:48:15.

Following Allen, top place honors in the Male Category went to Aleksandr Dorovskikh of
Russia (4:26:59) and Olivier Marceau of France (4:29:43). In the Female Category, Carey was
followed by Renata Bucher (5:15:54), while 3™ place went to Daz Parker of England (5:18:59).

On the Olympic course, Charles Fortier of Canada finished first in 2:21:58, followed by
Jea J. Jeong of Korea (2:26:24) and Danai Kuangparichat of Japan (2:26:37). The first female
finisher was Jinhee Lee of Korea (2:34:41), followed by Lorie Hutchinson of Saipan (2:44:58)
and Seonju Choe of Saipan (2:47:19).

“We sincerely congratulate all winners in the 26" Tagaman Triathlon, and all participants
deserve recognition for tackling this rigorous course,” said Marianas Visitors Authority (MVA)
Community Projects Manager Martin Duenas. “We also congratulate the NMI Cycling
Federation for their inaugural organization of the event this year with the assistance of PIVOT,

and we’d like recognize the many sponsors, supporters, and volunteers who helped make this
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year’s triathlon a success.”

Participants were honored at the island-style awards ceremony held on Sunday evening.

The MVA also thanked the following sponsors for making the event a success: United
Airlines, DOCOMO Pacific, TakeCare, Bank of Guam, Pacific Islands Club Saipan, Michelob
Ultra, Marianas Variety, T Galleria by DFS, and Hertz Rent-a-Car. Additional supporters were
Power 99, KZMI, KSPN2, Subway, Tony Roma’s/Capriccosa, Truong’s, and Gold’s Gym.

Competitors prepare to start the swim leg of the 26" Annual Tagaman Triathlon on March 22, 2015,
in Saipan.



115 competitors joined the 26" Annual Tagaman Triathlon on March 22, 2015, in Saipan.



Chuck Fortier of Canada finished 15t in the Olympic course of the 26" Annual Tagaman Triathlon on
March 22, 2015, in Saipan.



115 competitors joined the 26" Annual Tagaman Triathlon on March 22, 2015, in Saipan.



badl_

Jinhee Lee of Korea was the first female finisher in the Olympic distance of the 26th Annual
Tagaman Triathlon on March 22, 2015, in Saipan.



Charles Fortier of Canada is interviewed by News Director Bob Coldeen of KSPN2 in Saipan after
crossing the finish line 1t in the Olympic distance of the 26" Annual Tagaman Triathlon on March 22,
2015.

The Northern Mariana Islands of Saipan, Tinian, and Rota are a chain of idyllic islands in the West Pacific,
offering a friendly, fun and exciting vacation in paradise. They are an excellent destination for families,
adventure and sports-minded travelers, as well as business people looking for a tropical haven.
Adventurous travelers from Asia, Australia, Europe and elsewhere looking for new travel discoveries will
find them in the Mariana Islands, just three hours travel from most cities in Japan, and four from Asia and
Australia. The Northern Marianas are served from Tokyo and Osaka in Japan by Delta and Asiana
Airlines. From Korea, Asiana provides direct daily flights from Seoul and Busan and Jeju Air provides
daily service from Seoul. From China, direct flight service from Shanghai, Beijing, Guangzhou, to Saipan
is available. United Airlines has daily flight connections from nine cities in Japan to Saipan with one
stop. United States mainland connections can be made by Delta Air Lines to Saipan via Tokyo Narita, and
United Airlines via Guam. Russian and Taiwanese visitors usually arrive via Seoul. For more information,
visit www.mymarianas.com.
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