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MHS’ TIGLAO CHOSEN FOR YOUTH ENVIROLEADER’S FORUM 

Saipan, Northern Mariana Islands (NMI) – Marianas High School senior Mary Grace Tiglao 

has been selected as one of the first international participants of the long-running Sir Peter Blake 

Youth EnviroLeader’s Forum in New Zealand from April 16-22, 2016.  The forum will take 

place in Nelson on the South Island, where Tiglao will join 54 other young leaders from around 

New Zealand and have the opportunity to learn from a number of national science and 

conservation experts about the major environmental issues facing New Zealand.  

“I am very happy and honored to be selected as the first participant from the CNMI,” said 

Tiglao.  “I would like to thank all the organizations and individuals that made this possible, 

especially Angelo Villagomez of the Pew Foundation and Vicky Benavente.  I am excited to visit 

New Zealand to represent the CNMI, and I look forward to attending and learning from the 

forum.” 

The Sir Peter Blake Trusts is partnering with The Island Voices to bring international 

young leaders from across the Pacific to attend YELF for the first time this year.  Along with the 

Northern Marianas, travel for young leaders from Australia, Palau, and New Caledonia are being 
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jointly funded by The Pew Charitable Trusts and the New Zealand Ministry for Foreign Affairs 

and Trade. 

“The Trust is excited to be branching out to our Pacific neighbors connecting young 

environmental leaders of the future,” said Sir Peter Blake Trust CEO Shelley Campbell.  “Sir 

Peter used to say, ‘If we can get young people out experiencing the environment they will learn 

to love it and if they love it they will want to take care of it.’” 

Benavente, Chairwoman and Marianas Tourism Education Council (MTEC), nominated 

Tiglao to participate in the upcoming forum. 

“I first met Mary Grace when she was a high school sophomore, and she competed in the 

MTEC Essay Contest,” said Benavente.  “Since then, Mary Grace has taken on a leadership role 

in her school, where she can influence her peers on the importance of protecting our environment 

and inspiring future leaders of the CNMI for a better tomorrow.”  

Tiglao is the Battalion Commander of the JROTC Dolphin Battalion and an officer of the 

National Honor Society.  She previously attended Saipan Community School and Mt. Carmel 

School.  Last year, she attended the Junior Statesmen of America at Georgetown University in 

Washington, DC with a full scholarship award from the U.S. Department of Interior.  She has 

won several essay contests on island, including the MTEC essay contest in 2013.  She also plays 

the ukulele and piano.  

The Island Voices are artists, educators, fishermen, and leaders dedicated to linking 

traditional values into modern decision making and advocates for clean and healthy oceans and 

islands.  They are advisors to The Pew Charitable Trusts Global Ocean Legacy Campaign. 

Sir Peter Blake was one of the world’s best sailors who wanted to raise people’s 

awareness about need to care for our oceans and marine environments.  The Sir Peter Blake Trust 

exists to continue his legacy to inspire and mobilise the next generation of leaders, adventurers, 

and environmentalists. 

MTEC was formed in 2002 by the Marianas Visitors Authority to heighten the 

community’s awareness of the importance of tourism to the well-being of the people of the 

CNMI.  MTEC’s primary focus is to foster community understanding and support of the CNMI’s 

visitor industry and to educate the general public, especially school students, about the value, 

social benefits, and economic contributions made to the community by the visitor industry.  



 

 

 

Mary Grace Tiglao of Marianas High School has been selected as one of the first 
international participants of the long-running Sir Peter Blake Youth EnviroLeader’s 
Forum in New Zealand from April 16-22, 2016.   

 
The Northern Mariana Islands of Saipan, Tinian, and Rota are a chain of idyllic islands in the West Pacific, 
offering a friendly, fun and exciting vacation in paradise. They are an excellent destination for families, 
adventure and sports-minded travelers, as well as business people looking for a tropical haven. 
Adventurous travelers from Asia, Australia, Europe and elsewhere looking for new travel discoveries will 
find them in the Mariana Islands, just three hours travel from most cities in Japan, and four from Asia and 
Australia. The Northern Marianas are served from Tokyo and Osaka in Japan by Delta and Asiana 
Airlines.  From Korea, Asiana provides direct daily flights from Seoul and Busan and Jeju Air provides 
daily service from Seoul.  From China, direct flight service from Shanghai, Beijing, Guangzhou, to Saipan 
is available. United Airlines has daily flight connections from nine cities in Japan to Saipan with one 
stop.  United States mainland connections can be made by Delta Air Lines to Saipan via Tokyo Narita, 
and United Airlines via Guam.  Russian and Taiwanese visitors usually arrive via Seoul. For more 
information, visit www.mymarianas.com. 
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