Satpan

Tinia
ety

Lfel)

1976-2016

MARIANAS VISITORS AUTHORITY
News Release

Tourism is Eyy% s Business!

CHISTOPHER A. CONCEPCION
MVA MANAGING DIRECTOR

For Inmediate Release-June 28, 2016

For further information, contact:

Christopher A. Concepcion, Managing Director

Marianas Visitors Authority

Telephone: (670) 664-3200/3201 Facsimile: (670) 664-3237
mva@mymarianas.com

www.mymarianas.com

MVA: ALL EYES ON BEACH RD. PATHWAY

Saipan, Northern Mariana Islands (NMI) — The Marianas Visitors Authority (MVA) is asking
for the community’s help in protecting the newly re-energizing lighting of the Froilan C. Tenorio
Beach Rd. Pathway, following an attempted theft of copper wiring the very day the lights were

re-energized.

“It’s very disturbing,” said MVA Managing Director Christopher A. Concepcion. “Here
we are working to improve the island for our visitors and residents by making the pathway safer
for us in the evenings, and people are stealing the wire and putting us back in the dark. We have
spoken with our partners at the Department of Public Safety and are in agreement that we must
swiftly crack down on these types of incidences before they become all too common. There are
laws in the books that must be enforced vigorously in order to protect and preserve our image as
a safe beach resort destination. The MVA will have spent nearly $1 million when the pathway

lighting is completed, and it will all go to waste if copper wire thieves are left unchecked.”



The discovery was made on Saturday (June 25) morning, the very day after the MVA,
Dept. of Public Works, and other entities re-lit the pathway lights from Kilili Beach Park to the

Cabrera Center in southern Garapan.

Following a theft incident in May 2016, the pull box covers were welded to deter access.
This time the thieves were not able to completely open the boxes and steal the wire, but still

managed to snag a cable and cause damage.

“We are calling for all eyes on the Beach Rd. Pathway in the evening hours, especially
very late at night and early in the morning. We need everyone to be vigilant in protecting this
lighting,” said Concepcion. “Tour operators and drivers heading to and from the airport for early
morning flights, people getting off of work or heading home, please make a note of who and
what you see loitering around the pathway. Report any suspicious activity by calling 9-1-1
immediately. If you have any tips — descriptions of cars or individuals you saw — call
CRIMESTOPPERS. If we all make the pathway part of our neighborhood watch while driving
on Beach Rd. at night, we can help prevent further theft.”

The restoration of lighting after the attempted theft has required additional funding and

repair.



Thieves accessed a welded pull box and attempted to steal copper wire from the newly
relit Beach Rd. Pathway on June 24, 2016. The Marianas Visitors Authority is asking all
citizens to report suspicious activity along the pathway in the evening and early morning
hours to prevent a reoccurrence.

The Northern Mariana Islands of Saipan, Tinian, and Rota are a chain of idyllic islands in the West Pacific,
offering a friendly, fun and exciting vacation in paradise. They are an excellent destination for families,
adventure and sports-minded travelers, as well as business people looking for a tropical haven.
Adventurous travelers from Asia, Australia, Europe and elsewhere looking for new travel discoveries will
find them in the Mariana Islands, just three hours travel from most cities in Japan, and four from Asia and
Australia. The Northern Marianas are served from Tokyo and Osaka in Japan by Delta and Asiana
Airlines. From Korea, Asiana provides direct daily flights from Seoul and Busan and Jeju Air provides
daily service from Seoul. From China, direct flight service from Shanghai, Beijing, Guangzhou, to Saipan
is available. United Airlines has daily flight connections from nine cities in Japan to Saipan with one
stop. United States mainland connections can be made by Delta Air Lines to Saipan via Tokyo Narita,
and United Airlines via Guam. Russian and Taiwanese visitors usually arrive via Seoul. For more
information, visit www.mymarianas.com.
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